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“Wl»d a ad oftJiTOp^g ^“^“mXJSW 
tvo years proceduras for swasurlS* V? i a3t 

revised and standardised la cwdiaa^ioS *5®,^°° 

and the reliability of the officio? £ ^„ Do adviSors 
studies has been markedly iao^ovpd* ? J* wnasese 

has established its ova well^s-a^rf ? d ? ivl ° n » 
formation obtained f^oa a ^ * d -^it to ©canine in~ 

of captured prisoners, ralliers^and^n 03 of lar S® au»b*rs 

a rather grood data base goinj bick to Coc3e Wnt; 
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groups in two simplified categories rather than the presaa 
xivs rather complicated ones. liACV’s five categories 
and the involved criteria which determine ■share an infil- 
trating unit fits into them ar© a© follows;. 

Category Is Infiltrating groups which havs a son- 
sirsed by two or aors sources. 


Category 2; Groups "other than category 1, derived 
zrcm^ the atatexaents of captives, toe major portion of 
which is confirmed by o ther, aourcsa, ” 

Category 3: Groups "other than categories 1 and 2. 

derived from a statement of a captive who has been inter- 
rogated b 7 the Ililitary Interrogation Center of the Na- 
tional I a vsrrogation Center and trhose information i 3 
probably true but a major portion of which has not booa 
confirmed by other sources.” 

v y Category 4: Groups derived from "other captivs 

statements, for example corps interrogation reports.” 

Category 5: "Reported but not accepted.” This 

recently introduced category includes rsoort 3 judged by 
iAC7 to be too tenuous to ba carried in any of the other 
four categories. 


5. It is difficult to translate infiltration flour©* 
reported according to these complicated categories into 
meaningful language for consumers of national intell-* 

It «uid *, sal pm ii sac* »ould rsporj iSin?atlSP 
uncar just two categories; '’confirmed,” and "rooorted ” 
ihe confi,<,ed -would inciuda the present categories 1 and 
w > ^2X19 a-1 the rest ■would fall into the resorted 
category. If the finished intelligence products of the 
£DI a imply lump the field reporting into tho above t~o 
categories ^riohout changes in field reporting, •ssperioaca 
indicates -bat it -will throw the 2DI product out of phase 


'wii.h studies produced by DIA and other intelligence un 
w **-2x close service linhs to SACy. 


4 A* 




Order of Battle 


, Vr . . Sfaneral, MAC'/ 3 order of battlo holdings on 

7i&* Cong and North Vietnamese units in South Vietnam 
appear to accurate. At present iUCT lists North 
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Viatna3W3s strength in South Yietnam at approximately 

r',7A„ 00 aCd 71>st Coa3 siain forc3 strength at sosa 63,000. 
L-\CY baa niacin an extort in the last two yearn to make 
ita criteria for the acceptance of Communist units more 
realistic. Previously the Washington intoiligsncs com- 
munity had believed that MAC 7* 3 standards cere too restric- 
tive and consequently ita order of battle figur-ss were 
i nr coo low. At present we^bolieve.^h^^''* f j are 

■ accurst a . It should be noted, however" 
-nar9_are_doubUe^^dditio.nal_Co^uni3Xtailit3U7"unIt3. 

1 nth Ylet naa so t_ye t .c nrr i o d in the order of battle. 

7. There are, for example, a number of North Viet- 
namese and Viet Cong units which have been reported by 
prisoners, returnees, and in captured documents but not 
accepted in the order of battle because the evidence i 3 
-nsu^iciant to meet UACV’s criteria. If tbs resorts 
are accurate, and past onp-erlencQ suggests that mcny of 
uisn »_^ae_tptal_nu^ber _of North Vietnamese troops row 
i a_r^^^JMtaan_would be WH over, .50, COO 'aen instead Vf 
3?pr^^atel,7_33 ^00.,as jL3 “ now carried by MAC 7," We agree 
with -ACr, noweyer, that those" units should not be added 

4,0 ?f e . ? rder °* battle until ’ £ >e tier ovidenco be cones 
available. / 

8. Yor the acceptance of units in the order of 

has established criteria separate from those 
ussd for confirming infiltration, We feel that the order 
of oa*;.~.e ca'C3gor J .s3 are also too complicated for easy 
use Washington, There are currently four cate-^ri^s 
used la JIAC7 order of battle reporting'* ^ 

(u) confirmed unit— —one whose designation in known 
subordination has been established, and location dei-a rained 

Qf % Z° rt?po:£ ‘ t3 5roa ^ captives, rsturneea, 
or captured docunontn. 3 

(b) Probable unit — ono whcso designation Is known, 
suborn- nation has been established and location determined 
iroa ono /C captiva, returnee, or caotursd docu^* -vs^n 
supported by information! ^ J 53 


{ Possible unit— —repo a bad reports 

1 indicate that she unit enistn, oysn though no - 

capbives, rotumees, or captured toe 3 n>$ n ts are 1 

to verify ib# reports* ' 


7C. 

bis 
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(d) Eep orted gait — oaa wh ose designation has been 
25X1 mentioned in | captured document, or inter- 

rogation report, but the available information 13 insuf- 
ficient to include the unit in accepted 03 holdings. As 
in the cs3a of infiltration reports we .tael it would be 
hotter for Washington analysts, if those categories t rera 
telescoped intotao; confirmed and reported. 

9. Another problem area in regard to IfACV's order 
of battle reporting which should be noted i3 the question 
of the subtraction of Communist casualties from tbs order 
of battle figures, 2AC7 does not reduce the order of 
battle until it receives a report of reduced strength from 
a prisoner from that unit or from a document. Since these 
sources are not always available, actual Communist strength 
on any given day say bo several thousand les3 than M. ACY's 
figures show, Tactical commanders ia Vietnam are avare 

of this fact and taho it into consideration, but here in ' 
Washington this gap is often overlooked. There seems to 
be no good alternative to HACV’s current method of count- 
ing casualties, since battlefield body counts are often 
unreliable. The order of battle, therefore, will have to 
continue to be read as a general strength figure rather 
than as a current and completely accurate statement of the 
number of Communist soldiers in South Vietnam. 

10. One other difficulty which had undated in UAC7 ? 3 
order of battle listing has no* been at least partially 
overcome, Until a few months ago, MACV continued to 
carry units in its order of battle which had not been re- 
ported on for relatively long periods of tire. However, 
HAC7 has now set up a new category for its order of 
battle, called the Lost Contact Category, This procedure 
allows iUC7 to draw attention to units which have not 
been verified or referred to as existing units by 
captured prisoners, returnees, or captured documents 
during a twelve month period. If reference or verifica- 
tion of the unit is not received within three months 
after being placed in this category, tha unit is dropped 
froa order of battla holdings* 
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